[image: ]www.abbotsleighwildlife.com for updates and ways to get involved this month:  
· Winter pond care
· Clean out your nest boxes and bird feeders
· Make space for wildlife
· Toads
· Feed the birds
Winter pond care - as the nights draw in and the temperatures drop, you may ask what you can do to look after your pond over winter to help the wildlife that lives there survive http://tinyurl.com/peo8uc3  and http://tinyurl.com/nemtxmm Winter is a good time to dig a pond if you don’t have one and is the single greatest thing you can do to boost wildlife https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/pond-clinic/create-pond/make-garden-pond/
Clean out your nest boxes and bird feeders - ready for roosting use over the winter or new breeding tenants in the spring http://tinyurl.com/hcxkhxp  Likewise, your feeding stations need regular cleaning to avoid the spread of avian disease http://tinyurl.com/ob5da8j
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]Make space for wildlife - don’t be too hasty to tidy up the garden: leave plant stems and heads standing over winter to provide vital habitats for wildlife, such as ladybirds; have an area of long grass in your garden; leave fallen leaves in situ on flowerbeds so they break down and can be taken into the soil by worms; leave the blower and strimmer in the shed to safeguard wildlife; build a logpile for overwintering caterpillars, a stone pile or a hibernacula for insects/amphibians to hide away in https://www.froglife.org/info-advice/wildlife-gardening/     
Toads – please help the Tuppence a Toad national campaign by collecting your small change to raise much needed funds/awareness for Froglife's Toads on Roads project. There will be a collecting jar in the village hall as usual or get in touch. Do also contact us if you would like to join the village toad patrol during the spring migration, a critical time for our amphibians. http://www.froglife.org/
[image: ]Feed the birds - available food can be scarce during the winter months, so help birds by putting out a range of bird food - seed mixes, peanuts, mealworms and fat cakes https://tinyurl.com/y9xlftp4  

Thanks for getting involved ........................................................Tim Martin, Cat Abel, Tom Walmsley and Sarah Pitt 
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