[image: ]www.abbotsleighwildlife.com for updates and ways to get involved this month
· Wildlife gardening
· Tree and hedge care
· Look after that lawn
· Great British Beach Clean
· Weed or wildflower?
· Reptile ID

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wildlife gardening - a wildlife garden doesn’t need to be messy or unattractive, simply including some of the following features could benefit wildlife: a bog garden or mini-pond; log piles and rockeries; reptile refuges; a variety of vegetation; wintering sites; and a compost heap  http://tinyurl.com/obxron5
[image: ]Tree and hedge care – with many species in decline and being taken out, our village trees and hedgerows are vital for both their food and shelter, so please leave trimming until the winter now to ensure a supply of fruit and nuts for wildlife.  Why not consider having your hedges laid? http://www.hedgelaying.org.uk/
Look after that lawn - it’s understandable to want to tidy up grass cuttings after mowing, but leaving the lawn clippings can not only save on our green waste but also provide nutrients as the clippings will naturally begin to be absorbed after a couple of days encouraging thicker, healthier lawn growth. Try cutting your lawn less frequently, leaving it longer and raising the mower …. both your lawn and its wildlife will benefit.
Great British Beach Clean - join in over this weekend (15th-18th Sept) and contribute to a national and global survey, and meet other people who also want to help keep our beaches clean http://www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/events/gbbc
[image: ]Weed or wild flower? – do take a moment to think about removing plants from your garden, such as nettles, brambles or Ragwort as they often offer wildlife a haven eg: at least 30 insect species and 14 fungi species are entirely reliant on Ragwort, about a third of those insects are scarce/rare & it is also an important nectar source for hundreds of species of butterflies, bees, moths etc http://tinyurl.com/kkywx3u . 
Reptile ID – you may be lucky enough to have reptiles in your garden, such as slow worms or grass snakes, both of which are harmless. Reptiles are most active during the warmer months so do keep an eye out for them basking in the sunshine. A useful ID reference can be found here  http://www.arguk.org/info-advice/id-guides

Thanks for getting involved .. ...........................Tim Martin, Tom Walmsley, Cat Abel and Sarah Pitt
          Check for events                 l           Register for updates              l         Report interesting sightings
info@abbotsleighwildlife.com    l   www.abbotsleighwildlife.com      l                       07771 963504
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